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material, and, indeed, begs him to have more sent to
him.
In August, 1670, when at Windsor, he has a long
conference with Arlington in his bedchamber, and "I
showed him something I had drawn up to his great
satisfaction.'3 Later in the year Clifford, the Lord
Treasurer, gives him "secret pieces and transactions,"
and "ten paper books of despatches and treaties,"
which were to be returned to Mr, Joseph Williamson,
Master of the Paper Office.
Two letters to Williamson* in 1671 show how
seriously he was working at the book. Joseph
Williamson was secretary to Arlington. He was also
clerk of the council, and subsequently himself became
Secretary of State. Evelyn does not often give
critical judgments of individuals, but he makes some
comment about Sir Joseph Williamson, who was
something of an adventurer:
"Williamson is transferred to him (Arlington)
who loving his ease more than business (though
sufficiently able had he applied himself to it) re-
mitted all to his man Williamson; and, in a short
time, let him into the secret of affairs, that (as his
Lordship himself told me) there was a kind of
necessity to advance him; and so, by his subtlety,
dexterity, and insinuation, he got now to be principal
secretary; absolutely Lord Arlington's creature,
and ungrateful enough. It has been the fate of this
obliging favourite to advance those who soon forgot
their original. Sir Joseph was a musician, could play
at Jeu de Goblets, exceeding formal, a severe master to
*CaUndw of State Papers. Domestic, 1671,
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